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ye 
“When He Came To Himself” 


By Peirce Vaughn 
Luke 15:17 


ONG and obediently I served 
The wanton world in time now past. 
I ate the alien husks deserved — 
Recalled my Father’s house at last. 


I had no rights that I could plead; 
Had wasted all my heritage. 

I would confess my sin and need; 
Would only ask a hireling’s wage. 


My Father, watching ceaselessly 
Through long, lost years, saw me afar 

And quickly ran to welcome me 
Home, where love and safety are. 


This my new wealth; not robe or food, 
But in my Father’s gladness when, 
Forgiv’n, His word I understood — 
“My son, once dead, now lives again.” 


Thoughts on Dying 

No one can be certain that he will 
not die. The New Testament holds out 
the Blessed Hope of the Lord’s return, 
when believers who have died will be 
raised and those still living will be 
caught up, but no one knows when that 
will be. The bodies of many devout 
servants of Gdd, who looked eagerly for 
Christ’s coming, lie today in the grave 
awaiting the resurrection. It is quite 
possible that the reader and the writer 
of these words may have to face the last 
great Enemy, who comes in many forms, 


few of which are pleasant. There comes 
a time when a man must stand alone 
on the brink of eternity. This is a 
solemn thought, against which human 
nature rebels, and which the world tries 
to smother by keeping itself busy and 
amused. And all too many professing 
Christians are lulled into a false sense 
of security through dependence on their 
own character and works. They have 
hazy ideas of God’s love and mercy, of 
His righteousness, justice, and hatred of 
sin. From lectures delivered in St. 
George’s Free Church in Edinburgh by 
Alexander Whyte, some of which were 
published in a priceless book, “Samuel 
Rutherford and Some of His Correspond- 
ents” (out of print), come these serious 
words: “Make acquaintance with death, 
Rutherford writes to Lady Kenmure. 
. . Learn his ways, his manner of ap- 
proach, his language, and his look. Con- 
jure him up, practise upon him, have 
your part rehearsed and ready to be 
performed. . .. Now, speaking of taking 
ship, when we are preparing for a voy- 
age, and a visit to another country and 
another city, we ‘read up,’ as we say, 
before we set sail... . Now if Eternity 
holds for us a new world, with cities 
and peoples that are all new to us, should 
we not prepare ourselves for them also? 
. What books do you read wher you 
wish to put on the mind of a man who 
intends to die well? ‘Read to me where 


What a Word of the Saviour Can Do 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


man pastor who, in a recently 

published book, “Ich glaube” (“I 
Believe”), comments on the Apostles’ 
Creed by the way of personal pastoral 
experiences. The following incident ap- 
pears under the phrase, “And Jesus 
Christ, His only Son.” 


Kt HESSELBACHER is a Ger- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“God, having raised up his Son 
Jesus, sent him to bless you, in 
turning away every one of you 
from his iniquities” (Acts 3:26). 






























































I first cast my anchor,’ said John Knox, 
when dying, to his weeping wife. Does 
your wife know where you first cast 
your anchor? Does she know already 
what to read to you when you are pre- 
paring for the last voyage? ,. .. And 
then, to come to the very last act of all, 
there is what we call the death-grip. 
A dying man feels the whole world giv- 
ing way under him. All he built upon, 
leaned upon, looked to, is like sliding 
sand, like sinking water; and he grasps 
at anything, anybody, the bedpost, the 
bed curtains, the bedclothes, his wife’s 
hand, his son’s arm, the very air some- 
times. On what, on whom will you 
seize hold in your last gasp and death- 
grip? ‘Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let 
me hide myself in Thee!’” Alexander 
Whyte did not speak these words — and 
these words are not now written—to 
make any believer who has put his 
whole trust in Christ doubt his salva- 
tion or fear death. But if they will 
shake some careless church member out 
of his lethargy, and lead him here and 
now to abandon all hope in his own 
merits, and cast himself helplessly on 
Christ as Saviour; if they will lead some 
really earnest Christians to live more 
soberly, remembering that their time is 
short, to fear man less and God more, 
then they ‘have not been written in vain, 
Christ has drawn the sting of death, but 
has He drawn it for you? 


As usual I visited the hospital Satur- 
day afterrtoon. The sister on duty was 
expecting me. “I don’t know whether 
he is conscious,” she said. “If he is,-a 
comforting word would help him.” 

She led me into the room in which 
the “very sick” are placed. The man 
lay motionless. At times a light shiver 
was perceptible. “Inflammation of the 
lungs?” I asked quietly. She nodded. I 
saw by her face that she expected no 
good outcome, 

I stepped to the bedside and took the 
sick man’s hand. It hung slack and with- 
out pressure in response to mine. I 
waited awhile to see if his eyes, which 
were closed, would open. Suddenly 
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there was a sharp and fearsome look. 
The eyes were wide open. He appeared 
to know me. His look seemed to say: 
“The minister at my bedside! Am I so 
far gone?” They shut again, then opened, 
and there was a cry, 

“Oh, my wife, my children! 
will become of them!” 

I had often met him on the street 
when he went to his work. He was 
a respected artisan, working much in 
well-to-do homes. We had occasionally 
exchanged greetings. Now in the con- 
fusion of his fever there came a slight 
recognition. He sighed at the thought 
of his family. Perhaps here was one 
who could help. 

“Oh, my wife and children!” How 
those words pressed on my heart. Had 
not I some years before lain in like 
misery? And was it not the same sigh 
which, day and night, tortured my poor 
soul? 

The eyes were again closed, and the 
anguish in the chest grew sharper. 
Could he understand anything I might 
say? Who knew? 

What should I say! 

Then it came to me. I saw the dis- 
ciples’ ship toiling in the storm, 
drenched with the wild foam of the 
Galilean sea. Their sail was in rags, 
the gale howling. And then all at once 
One stood before me. His word was, 
“It is I; be not afraid.” The storm sank, 
the Lord was in the ship. 

I laid my hand on the forehead, burn- 
ing with fever, bent down, and spoke 
quietly the word of the Saviour. “He 
stands here by your bedside and says, 
‘Fear not. It is I’” 

The eyes of the sick man opened 
widely as if they were seeking someone 
and then closed. But the face which 
before was so distorted with pain was 
now restful, as if in slumber. 

I prayed. The hands went together. 
I knew not whether he heard anything 
of my prayer. Then I went out softly. 


What 


Sunday, after my morning service, I 
went again to the hospital. 

“How is it with him, Sister?” 

I feared bad news, but she said pleas- 
antly: “The doctor has good hope. He 
is much quieter.” 

I dared not go in, for fear of disturb- 
ing his light sleep. 

The next time he lay there weak, and 
with difficulty lifted a hand to greet 
me as he said, “I thank you for com- 
ing.” He listened to my words and 
prayer and nodded a weak smile when 
I left. 

When he was stronger he related to 
me what had happened when I first 
stood at his bedside. 

“Herr Pastor, I must confess I have 
been no churchman. I have done my 
work honestly and well, as a good crafts- 
man should. I love my family and have 
eared for them as well as I could. I 
want to bring the children up to be good 
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men and women. But I have neglected 
God’s Word. Not that I have been god- 
less. Every morning I have prayed, ‘Our 
Father,’ and the children always were 
taught to say their morning prayer be- 
fore going to school. But I have not 
thought much about the Saviour. It 
has been as with our class generally — 
the work has taken all our time. I have 
often felt that things were not going as 
they should. Until I was struck down with 
this sickness I was always well. I never 
thought that such a thing could come on 
me. But I was chilled by a north wind 
when working on a new building. How 
I came to the hospital I do not know. 
I groaned at the thought of my wife and 
bairns. I should never see them again. 
Then in my desperation, all at once I 
heard a voice, ‘It is I; be not afraid.’ 
And it was as if I saw one in a white 
garment, tall and glorious. A _ light 
flooded the room as if the sun stood be- 
hind Him. His hand lay on my fore- 
head, and the thought went through me: 
‘That’s the Saviour! Now all is well! 
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Where He is there can be no harm! He 
holds one fast,’ and a great calm came 
over me. I closed my eyes, but I still 
saw Him. Afier that I knew nothing 
for a long time, until I awoke and the 
sister said to me, ‘Herr Vogt, you have 
slept well.’” ; 

He hesitated. His long utterance had 
tired him. I sat still and took his hand. 
After a little he continued: 

“And now comes the most beautiful. 
Much had gone through my head by 
way of remembrance. Memories of 
childhood! I grew up in the village. 
My father was locksmith, as I am, and 
in those days everybody went to church. 
We had a good teacher, who took great 
pains to explain the Bible stories to us. 
He once described how the Saviour came 
over the sea to His disciples and how 
frightened they were, thinking Him to 
be a ghost. But He said, ‘It is I; be 
not afraid.’ 

“‘Children,’ added the teacher, ‘when- 
ever in life you are called to go through 

(Continued on page 400) 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Australian Immigration 


May I take this opportunity of ex- 
pressing my eapeenenen of your very 
valuable publication, which reaches 
me by the kindness of Mr. Ludwig 
Armerding of New York. The organ- 
ization of which I am general secre- 
tary is a branch of the British National 
Sunday School Union, and works 
amon the Free Church Sunday 
Schools in South London. 


My reason for writing to you, how- 
ever, is to protest against the letter 
from Mr. C. R. Wilson of New South 
Wales, which appeared in Ernest Gor- 
don’s “Survey of Religious Life and 
Thought” on February 21st. Mr, Wil- 
son appears to be singularly unin- 
formed, especially when he refers to 
Mr. Calwell as “Minister for Educa- 
tion.” Surely any Australian should 
know that there is not a Minister of 
Education in the Federal Government, 
and that in fact Mr. Calwell is the 
Minister for Immigration and Infor- 
mation. The Immigration Bureau re- 
ferred to is the official Immigration 
Department of the Australian Govern- 
ment at Australia House, London, 
which has the support of the British 
Ministry of Labour. No one would 
deny that Australia needs population, 
and whatever the religious or political 
convictions of the Government, efforts 
would still be made to secure British 
immigrants. As a Royal Air Force 
veteran, I have considered carefully 
the question of settling in Australia 


(having served there during the war), ° 


and I have obtained all the necessary 
application forms. May I say that no 
prospective immigrant is required to 
state his religion, and the Australian 
officials have no means of discriminat- 
ing between Roman Catholics and 
Protestants since they have no knowl- 
edge of the religious beliefs of ap- 
plicants, 


To go further, the figures quoted by 
Mr. Wilson are quite incorrect. I have 


taken the trouble to obtain the true 


figures from official sources, including 
the shipping companies. They are as 


follows: 

Number of applications ac- 
cepted by the Australian 
Government, and awaiting 
ER snes aaa . 200,000 


Number of persons enterin 
Australia under the officia 
scheme since the end of the 
war SEO sale cats 

Number of persons registered 
with the shipping companies 
for passages, but not under 
the official scheme .. 


30,000 


400,000 

To conclude, I am an evangelical 
Christian, but I am offered a free pas- 
sage to Australia under Mr. Calwell’s 
scheme, which seems to explode the 
idea of religious discrimination. 


I certainly have no cause to defend 
Catholics, but in the best interests of 
your paper I am pointing out the errors 
of this particular paragraph. 


May God bless your great work. 
Yours in the Master’s service, : 
J. M. Wood. 


As Mr. Wood has stated, the item in 
Mr. Gordon’s Survey was based on a 
letter from €. R, Wilson of Ryde, New 
South Wales. Mr. Wilson gave the names 
of five members of the Immigration Bu- 
reau in London, who he says are Roman 
Catholics; and he added that the staff 
includes “Christian Brothers” (a Cath- 
olic organization), and a bishop and a 
doctor, both Cathelic, in advisory capaci- 
ties. He appears to have been mistaken, 
however, in respect to their power to 
turn a stream of Catholic immigrants 
toward Australia, and to prevent Prot- 
estants from going out from England to 
that country. Evidently he did not have 
the latest figures, which are now given 
in Mr. Wood’s letter. 
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Living on Manna 


A safe “hand-to-mouth” existence —when it is 


“His hand and our mouth” 


missionary, you may have to eat 

manna. Faith missionaries tend to 
be manna eaters—not the bread which 
came down out of Heaven, which looked 
like coriander seed and tasted like 
wafers made with honey (Exod. 16:31), 
but nevertheless a steady, miraculous 
provision from the Father’s hand. 

The potential missionary who wishes 
to walk by faith for his financial needs 
can find various instructive parallels in 
the story of God’s care of Israel in the 
desert. In the hour of trial some of 
these facts may support his courage as 
he waits for a loving Father to feed him. 

The manna was given-to the Children 
of Israel when they were in a land where 
no fruit or grain could be found, and 
where they could not care for them- 
selves. The missionary who has no 
guaranteed income may similarly find 
himself in a strange country with no 
way of supporting himself, and no means 
of living off the land, 


I’ YOU expect to go out as a faith 


Enough for All 


The manna, though unlimited in 
amount available, was nevertheless 
rationed according to the number of in- 
dividuals. So, though the Lord’s pro- 
vision be sufficient to sustain the large 
missionary constituency of a mission, yet 
the income may vary roughly in propor- 
tion to the. number of missionaries in 
the mission. 

Manna was gathered by each man ac- 
cording to his eating. None had a lack, 
nor was anything left over. Many mis- 
sion boards have found God’s supply to 
be just enough for all. ; 

In order to attain this balance, some 
manna had to be passed around; cer- 
tain people could gather more than 
others. In many faith missions income 
is equalized in part, or completely, by 
some kind of sharing of income. 

In general, manna could not be stored 
up without spoiling; manna was designed 
for eating, not for, hoarding. Faith mis- 
sions, likewise, seldom have a large re- 
serve of regular funds. 

Preceding the Sabbath, extra manna 
was gathered with no extra effort, and 
it did not spoil when stored. The spe- 
cial provision foreshadowed ‘a coming 
special need. Frequently the obtaining 
of special funds by the missionary may 
imply an unforeseen demand in the 
near future. 

The manna did not begin to fall until 
the stored provisions ran out, about the 
fifteenth day of the second month: after 
the Exodus. Some missionaries have 
received special gifts for the work only 


Day by day the manna fell; 
Oh, to learn this lesson well ! 
Still by constant mercies fed, 
Give me, Lord, my daily bread. 


“Day by day” the promise reads, 

Daily strength for daily needs; 

Cast foreboding fears away, 

Take the manna of today. 
‘ —J. Conder. 


It is a humbling yet rewarding expe- 
rience to learn that in God’s service 
we must look to Him daily for the 
supply of all our needs. One who 
trusts in God has a certainty and 
joy in Him, for time and eternity, 
that the world knows nothing of. 
Because of his own experience as a 
missionary Dr. Pike is well qualified 
to write on this important subject 
of looking to God for our daily 
supply. With W. Cameron Townsend 
and Eugene A. Nida, he is one of the 
co-directors of the Wycliffe Bible 
Translators, and Professor of Pho- 
netics at the Summer Institute of Lin- 
guistics, which will be held this year 
from June 7 to August 20 at the 
University of Oklahoma, Nérman, 
Okla. A branch institute will be 
held at Caron, Saskatchewan, from 
June 21 to September 3. Communi- 
cations may be addressed to the Wy- 
cliffe Bible Translators, Inc., Box 870, 
Glendale 5, Calif. 








after their own supplies were completely 
exhausted, 

Effort was needed to gather the manna, 
Corresponding efforts by the missionary 
may be invested in deputation work 
and form letters. (See Acts 14:27; 18: 
23; 19:9, 21; 21:1 for Paul’s “deputation” 
work.) 

Manna fell regularly. So, also, one of 
the most amazing characteristics of 
God’s present financial working is the 
way He sends small but sustaining gifts 
consistently to His workers; one might 
otherwise expect that many of the mis- 
sionaries would sometimes have too 
much and sometimes too little. 

The manna ceased on the morning 
after the Israelites had eaten the old 
grain of the land (Josh. 5:12). God’s 
supply of the needs of a new missionary 
by special means may cease after normal 
methods of support have been devel- 
oped. ; 

The manna had a delightful flavor; it 
tasted like wafers made with honey 
(Exod. 16:31). Missionaries living on 
modern manna have frequently tasted 
the joy of receiving help from the Lord’s 
hand. 


Because the manna was not sent soon 
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By KENNETH L. PIKE, Th.B., Ph.D. 


enough to meet the first needs of the 
Israelites, God sent a special type of 
interim aid. In the evening, before the 
first manna came, quails were sent for 
their supper (Exod. 16:13). Today the 
missionary who is prepared to sail must 
often pray for the “quails,” to feed him 
until regular gifts begin to fill his nor- 
mal requirements fors the field, 


In spite of the delicious taste of fresh 
manna, and its evident nutritious con- 
tent, which gave them health for years 
on end, the Children of Israel were not 
content. They wanted variety, and com- 
plained, “There is nothing at all, beside 
this manna, before our eyes” (Num, 
11:6). It was the unconsecrated mixed 
multitude which’ remembered the fish, 
cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, garlic 
(Num, 11:5), bread and flesh pots (Exod, 
16:3) of Egypt. For this reason they 
asked for meat—and God “gave them 
their request; but sent leanness into their 
soul” (Psa. 106:15). He blew in quails 
with the wind (Num. 11:31), about waist 
high — two cubits above the ground, The 
people slew the quails hour after hour, 
spread them to dry about the camp, and 
began to suffer God’s wrath while the 
meat was between their teeth (Num, 
11:33). For a whole month afterward, 
they were forced—possibly by a tem- 
porary diminishing of manna (Num, 11: 
33) —to eat the meat, until it became 
loathesome to them. Similarly, one of 
the saddest experiences a Christian can 
undergo is to be granted an answer to 
a whining prayer, and then to find that 
the answer is a burden to be borne for 
long weeks ahead. 

Others of the Israelites, especially in 
the early days, attempted to store up 
more manna than they could eat; but 
the manna bred worms and stank (Exod. 
16:19, 20). One wonders whether it 
might not have been these same greedy 
manna hoarders who later lusted for, 
and obtained, the unneeded meat. 
Manna or quails are a blessing to the 
missionary, but one who tries to obtain 
more than is needed for his work, to 
waste it on his: appetites, or his pride, 
must beware lest in the end it,.become 
bitter to him. 


Why God Provided Manna 


God kept the Israelites on a manna 
diet in order to teach them various 
spiritual lessons. We, too, have lessons 
to learn from missionary manna. It 
purifies us and strengthens us for the 
battle. 

God gave them manna in order to 
humble them (Deut. 8:2, 3). He wanted 
them to learn that they had no power 





388 (4) * 


to feed themselves, and that they must 
not forget their helplessness when they 
were full (Deut. 8:10, 11); even their 
innate ability to make money came from 
God (Deut, 8:18), and was not an occa- 
sion for pride. Their entry into the land 
was not given them for their righteous- 
ness (Deut. 9:5, 6), for they were a 
stiff-necked people. The supply from 
God’s hand was to show them these 
things. How much more must the mis- 
sionary be made aware of the fact that 
the power he sees operating is not due 
to his gifts or talents, or even to his 
spirituality, but to God’s mercy! There 
is no room for mjssionary pride. 

Their reaction to the manna was to 
prove whether or not they would keep 
God’s commandments. Some went out 
to gather manna on the Sabbath, against 
His orders, disobeying also in other 
ways. The missionary’s spiritual orders 
are rigid, too; the fruitless life of dis- 
obedience parallels the useless search 
for Sabbath manna (Exod. 16:27). 

As part of the test, God deliberately 
suffered the people to go hungry before 
sending the manna. If they had prayed, 
instead of complaining, they would pre- 
sumably have learned the lessons more 
easily. It may be part of God’s delib- 
erate plan for a missionary to be hun- 
gry temporarily. Paul, at least, had to 
learn how to be hungry and happy at 
the same time (Phil. 4:11). Few peo- 
ple realize that Philippians 4:13 is speak- 
ing specifically ofrthis situation: “Every 
where and in all things I am instructed 
both to be full and to be hungry, both 
to abound and to suffer need. I can do 
all things through Christ which Strength- 
eneth me” (Phil. 4:12b, 13). Then the 

“promise in Philippians 4:19, “But my 
God shall supply all your need accord- 
ing to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus,” was made by the missionary, 
Paul, to an established church—a 
church which had just sent money to a 
missionary who had learned how to be 
happy though hungry. Pioneers today, 
as in Paul’s time, must be prepared for’ 
hardships; then when God, in His mercy, 
sends modern manna, the eating will be 
precious indeed. In all of these experi- 
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ences the missionary is expected to grow 
under God’s hand. 

The chief lesson learned by many 
from hunger was “that he might make 
thee know that man doth not live by 
bread only, but by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord 
doth man live” (Deut. 8:3). The ulti- 
mate goal of the trial and help was 
that the people might get an adequate 
sense of values—a realization of the 
power and place of the unseen God in 
everyday life. So the missionary, who 
is cast upon God for physical sustenance, 
achieves in that physical emergency a 
view of spiritual reality and power. 
Through the manna experience and mis- 
sionary endeavor, the child of God is 
to learn that “as a man chasteneth his 
son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth 
thee” (Deut, 8:5). Through that instruc- 
tion Israelite and missionary were to be 
prepared for power. 

Some encouragement to those of us 
who are weak may also be gained by 
observing that God did not let His chil- 
dren starve just because they lacked 
faith. In fact, the manna came after 
they had murmured for fear of death 
by starvation (Exod, 16:3), and con- 
tinued long after they “sinned still, and 
believed not” (Psa. 78:32), in spite of 
the miraculous way in which God sup- 
plied their food. Even now, “If we be- 
lieve not, yet he abideth faithful: he 
canhot deny himself” (2 Tim. 2:13). 
Yesterday, and today, our trust for food 
must not be in our great faith but in 
our powerful, merciful God. 

Finally, we note that the true bread 
from Heaven is our Lord (John 6:32, 
33). There was a temporary provision 
in the desert, but He is our permanent, 
unending supply of true life. His hand 
is not shortened, and can supply meat 
and life in every emergency, even those 
more serious than that faced by Moses, 
when he asked the Lord from where so 
much meat would be sent (Num. 11: 
22, 23). The True Bread can feed the 
five thousand, or He can feed us. 

Let us obey His orders and, trusting 
in Him, carry the Word to the world, 

GLENDALE, CALIF, 


V. The Compensated Compass and God’s Guidance 


Lessons in guidance and distraction from an automobile compass 


This is the fifth of Mr. Coon’s series of eight articles on 


Illustrating Bible Truths.” 
intervals. 


HEN I was a small boy, my father 

made several electric toys for me, 
and ever since that time I have been 
fascinated by things of a scientific 
nature. As I grew older, and studied 
science, I acquired an obsession for sci- 
entific instruments. It was to satisfy 


By RALPH H. COON, M.A, 


“Science 


They are appearing at approximately monthly 
The next will be, “Water, the Wonder Substance.” 


such a desire that I purchased an auto 
compass to be mounted on the wind- 
shield of my car. At first I thought of 
it only asa scientific toy, but soon I 
found it to be of real value as an aid 
to driving on strange roads. But what 
really thrilled me was that I found in 
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The Compensated Compass 


it some wonderful illustrations of great 
truths in connection with God’s guidance 
of the Christian. 

At one time I was driving through a 
New England city, and found some diffi- 
culty in following the route, as none of 
the streets were straight and few were 
parallel or at right angles to each other. 
I finally found the numbered route I was 
looking for, and proceeded with per- 
fect assurance. Before long, however, 
I happened to glance at the compass 
and discovered that I was going in the 
wrong direction. 

What a need there is in the world to- 
day for a divine compass to show people 
that they are headed in the wrong direc- 
tion —if they are looking to the world 
for guidance instead of following the 
Good Shepherd. “There is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death” (Prov. 
14:12). The man of the world needs a 
compass that will show him the way to 
go to reach the desired haven of peace 
and happiness that ‘is lasting, and the 
Christian needs to learn to use to better 
advantage the compass that God has 
made available to him through the Holy 
Spirit. 

Lines of Force.—The alert junior high 
school pupil these days knows that the 
earth is a huge magnet. Its magnetic 
force may be studied by noting the direc- 
tion in which it acts at various places. 
This magnetic field, as it is called, is 
represented by ‘lines. These lines of 
force are all over the earth. To detect 
them, and note their direction, we need 
a compass, which is a device that has 
within it a magnetic needle that re- 
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Lesson for May 16 


sponds to the magnetic force of the 


earth. 

What a picture this is of the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit! The third person 
of the Godhead is omnipresent, but His 
presence cannot be felt and He cannot 
guide a person unless within that per- 
son is the spirit life that responds to 
Him — God’s Spirit. 

In the third chapter of John we read 
that when one believes on the Lord 
Jesus Christ he is born again and re- 
ceives a new life which is everlasting. 
The Lord Jesus said, “That which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit.” It is evi- 
dent that an unbeliever cannot expect 
the Spirit of God to guide his life. To 
be sure, God may answer the prayers 
of one who has not been born again, 
especially if in so doing He can point 
to the Lord Jesus Christ and bring the 
unbeliever to a saving faith. On the 
other hand, the one who has received 
this spirit life has within him that which 
will always respond to God’s leading. 


The Jewel Bearing.—Just as the com- 
pass needle must be pivoted so it can 
move with the minimum of friction, so 
the life of a Christian needs to be sus- 
pended, as it were, on a jewel. There 
must be no friction with this world that 
will interfere with the guidance of the 
Spirit. Another way to put this is to 
say that the life of the servant of the 


Lord must be entirely yielded. How © 


important it is to be fully surrendered 
to Him! 


Counterattractions—I have been told 
that an ordinary compass cannot be 
trusted in an automobile, because the 
automobile, being made of steel, will 
itself be influenced by the lines of mag- 
netic force of the earth and will be- 
come a magnet which will, with a much 
greater force than the magnetism of the 
earth, pull the compass needle in some 
other direction than “north.” This is 
entirely true of the*ordinary compass, 
but the specially constructed auto com- 
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This Earthly House 


A house...... eternal in the heavens’’ 
Copyright 1948 by The Sunday School Times Company 


( 2 Cor. §:1) 
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ISS BETH COOMBE HARRIS’S 

poem, “This Earthly House,” was 
reprinted from the Church Magazine 
(England) in THe Sunpay ScHoo. TIMEs 
November 15, 1947. Mr. Grant Colfax 
Tullar, who is well known as the com- 
poser of many -of our beloved hymns 
(for example, “Face to Face With Christ, 
My Saviour”), set the poem to music 
and added a chorus, and four of the 
seven original stanzas are given here- 
with. These stanzas are now reprinted 
with Miss Harris’s cordial permission, 
and Mr. Tullar has kindly contributed 
the music to the Trues, Copies of the 
poem, without music, may be had at one 
penny (English) per copy from Miss 
Beth Coombe Harris, Sandy Cross, 
Heathfield,: Sussex, Eng. 
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LESSON 7. MAY 16. MALACHI DEMANDS SINCERE RELIGION 
Malachi; ptinted text, 1:1, 6-9; 2:13, 14; 3:7-12 
Golden Text.—A\nd why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which | say ?—Luke 6:46 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Mal. 1:1 The burden of the word of the Lorp to Israel by 
Malachi. 


6 A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then 
I be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be a master, where 
is my fear? saith the Lorp of hosts unto you, O priests, that 
despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy 
name? 

7 Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein 
have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the Lorp is 
contemptible. 

8 And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye 
offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy 
governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? 
saith the Lorp of hosts. 

9 And now, I pray you, beseech God that he will be gracious 
unto us: this hath been by your means: will he regard your 
persons? saith the Lorp of hosts. 


Chap. 2:13 And this have ye done again, covering the altar of 
the Lorp with tears, with weeping, and with crying out, insomuch 
that he regardeth not the offering any more, or receiveth it with 
good will at your hand. 

14 Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the Lorp hath been witness 
between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast 


dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of 
thy covenant. J 


Chap, 3:7 Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone 
away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return 
unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lorp of hosts. 
But ye said, Wherein shall we return? 

8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, 
Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 


9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even 
this whole nation. a 


10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may 
be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the 
Lorp of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not* be room enough 
to receive it. 

11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall 
not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine 
cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lorp of hosts. 


12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a 
delightsome land, saith the Lorp of hosts. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 











The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


RSONALLY, I much prefer the 
Prem “piety” or “godliness” to “re- 

ligion,” as this word, though a 
Scriptural one (Acts 26:5; Jas. 1:26, 27), 
has been so misunderstood that to many 
it means the same as salvation, whereas 
it actually refers to a system of life and 
doctrine. 

Malachi, the last of the prophets until 
John the Baptist, stresses the impor- 
tance of reality in connection with the 
things of God. A striking feature of 
this book is the eightfold controversy 
of Jehovah with His people concerning 
charges brought against them and their 
brazen attempts to defend their own 
lack of faithfulness in each particular. 
Notice chapters 1:2, 6, 7; 2:14, 17; and 
3:7, 8, 13. Again and again the people 
are charged with grave departure in 
heart from the Lord, whom they out- 
wardly professed to serve. And time 
and again, with boldest effrontery they 
dared to contradict God’s testimony to 
their unhappy state, asking for proofs of 
their delinquencies and manifesting an 
utterly calloused conscience. It seems 
incredible that in so short a time after 
the revival under Nehemiah and Ezra 


the remnant should have lapsed into such | 


a condition; but has not the same thing 
occurred many times during the Chris- 
tian centuries? It is so easy for sec- 
ond or third generation believers to for- 
get God’s dealings with their fathers. 
Malachi’s words, therefore, should speak 
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loudly to us today, particularly to those 
who have, to a certain extent, inherited 
a place among any group of Christians 
once distinguished by soundness in the 
faith and separation from the world. We 
are almost at the end of another dis- 
pensation, and we may well examine our 
ways in the light of God’s Word to His 
people of old. 


The Historical Setting 


We know nothing whatever of the 
family from which Malachi came, or 
of his own personal experiences. His 
name means “My messenger,” and we do 
not read of him anywhere else in Scrip- 
ture, nor do we have any particulars 
concerning him in this little book which 
closes the Old Testament canon. His 
messages were given sometime later than 
those of Haggai and Zechariah, the two 
prophets nearest to him in time. They 
indicate a very sad state of affairs among 
the children of those who were priv- 
ileged to rebuild the Temple, city, and 
walls of Jerusalem. 


Verse by Verse 


Mal. 1:1.—“The burden of the word of 
the Lord: to Israel by Malachi.” Thus 
abruptly the book begins, with no in- 
formation concerning the prophet him- 
self. He is hidden, that the Lord might 
be seen and heard. Note that though 
the message is addressed to the rem- 
nant of Judah, God calls them Israel. 
Though the nation was scattered and 
divided, the Lord recognized one people 
still. 

Verse 6.—“If I then be a father, where 
is mine honour?” Jehovah was a Father 
to Israel. They gloried in being rec- 
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ognized as His people. Yet they failed 
to give Him the reverence due to His 
name. When charged with despising 
that name, they impudently asked, 
“Wherein have we despised thy name?” 
They were so calloused in their con- 
sciences that God’s Word did not move 
them. . , 


Verse 7.—“Ye offer polluted bread 
upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein 
have we: polluted thee?” They had lost 
all sense of what was suited for the altar 
of the Lord, but again, when charged 
with their offense, they flippantly re- 
plied in a way that showed they were 
utterly indifferent to the wrong done 
to God. When people get into a low, 
blackslidden state, they do not respond 
to reproof or, correction. 


Verse 8.—“If ye offer the blind [and] 
... lame... unto thy governor; will 
he be pleased with thee?” They brought 
to the altar of Jehovah decrepit and 
blemished beasts, such as they would not 
have presumed to offer to any earthly 
ruler; yet God is the supreme governor 
of the universe. 


Verse 9—*“And now, I pray you, be- 
seech God.” The prophet speaks iron- 
ically. How could they expect God to 
hear their prayers when they were be- 
having so inconsistently? 


Chap. 2:13.—“Covering the altar of the 
Lord with tears, with weeping, and with 
crying.” They made a great pretense 
of penitence and of grief, as they pros- 
trated themselves before the altar, but 
there was no reality. They were but 
adding to their offenses by their vain 
oblations, 





























Lesson for May 16 


Verse 14—*“The Lord hath been wit- 
ness between thee and the wife of thy 
youth, against whom thou hast dealt 
treacherously.” Where the fear of God 
is not in the heart, one soon learns to 
think lightly of the most sacred of all 
contracts; so that even the marriage 
vows are forgotten and looseness is 
manifested in every reiationship of life. 
Is it not so today, wherever God’s Word 
is despised? Broken homes abound, with 
all their attendant evils, and the end 
will be increasing misery and wretch- 
edness. 

Chap. 3:7.—‘Return unto me, and I 
will return unto you, saith the Lord.” 
This is always the way to lasting bless- 
ing. God is quick to respond to the 
penitent soul. But Israel saw no reason 
to return, so unconscious were they of 
their true condition before God. 


Verse 8.—“Will a man rob God? Yet 
ye have robbed me , . . in tithes and of- 
ferings.” The tenth of all their income 
belonged to God. But this they had for- 
gotten. By using His tithes for them- 
selves, they were guilty of robbing Him. 
Is not this also true of many today? 
Surely, if a Jew, under Law, was obli- 
gated to give the tenth to God, a Chris- 
tian, under grace, cannot do less and be 
guiltless. 

Verse 9.—“Ye are cursed with a curse: 
for ye have robbed me, even this whole 
nation.” The Law pronounced a curse 
on all who violated its precepts. No 
such curse is invoked under grace, but 
shall we, as Christians, forget our re- 
sponsibilities to give as God has pros- 
pered us because we are not under Law, 
but under grace? 


Verse 10.—“Bring ye all the tithes into 
the storehouse , . , and prove me now 
... if I will not ... pour you out a 
blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough: to receive it.” It was a chal- 
lenge to test the Word of the Lord. He 
stood ready to bless if they were ready 
to acknowledge His authority over their 
lives and their possessions. 


Verse 11.—“I will rebuke the devourer 
for your sakes.” When God is duly hon- 
ored He will see to it that His people do 
not lose by what they do for or give to 
Him. ’That which would blight and ruin 
He will deal with in a way to insure 
blessing. . 

Verse 12.—“All nations shall call you 
blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome 
land.” Unhappily, Malachi’s message 
fell upon deaf ears, at least in the main, 
and so the day came when Israel lost 
their land and became wanderers among 
the nations, where, instead of being a 
blessing, they have been the means of 
grief and harm (Jer. 24:9). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Men are prone to think that God is 
pleased with empty religious forms and 
ceremonies, while the heart is far from 
Him. His controversy with/Israel was 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


6. May 9.—Ezra Leads a Religious Re- 
vival Ezra 7:6-10; Nehemiah 8 to 10:13 


Next Week’s Lesson 
8. May 23.—The Temple in_ the 
Nation’s Life. Ezra 3:10-13; 5:6-17; 
Psalm 84:1, 2; Ezekiel 11°16: 37: 
26-28; 44:9-31; 47:1-12; Zechariah 6:9-15 








on this very account. They pretended 
to great love and respect for His name 
and His holy Temple, but they were 
living in selfishness and indifference to 
His revealed will. Therefore, He could 
not do for them that which His loving 
heart desired. Yet He called upon them 
to repent and to get right with Him, 
promising to undertake for them if they 
but sought His face in sincerity. Let 
us see that the lesson is not lost upon us, 
but that we ever sanctify the Lord God 
in our hearts and honor Him jin our 
lives. 


Lesson Outline of Malachi 

1. Calling the priests to account (chap. 
1 to 2:9) 

2. The failure of the people (chap. 2: 
10-17) 

3. The promise of Messiah’s coming 
(chap. 3 and 4) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

What about tithing in the present dis- 
pensation of grace? While we have no 
direct command as to this in the.epistles 
of the New Testament, we should not 
forget that “the righteousness of the 
law” is “fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit” 
(Rom, 8:4). Therefore, the consistent 
Christian will not try to find some ex- 
cuse to avoid setting aside the tithe for 
God, but will rejoice in the privilege 
thus afforded him. When we are told to 
lay by in store as God hath prospered 
(1 Cor. 16:2), we certainly could not 
consistently think of doing less than a 
godly Jew. of old; but rather more, if 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, lil. 
OW many “messengers” are mentioned 
in the Book of Malachi? 
2. In what period did Malachi proph- 
esy? 
3. Against what sins of restored Israel did 
he specially inveigh? 
4. How can you account for so much sin 
so soon after the Restoration? 


5. What sin is conspicuously absent which 
appears much in the denunciations of earlier 
prophets? 


6. What groups are addressed in this short 
book? 


7. Is tithing obligatory for the Christian? 

8, Does it pay to serve God? (3:14.) 

9. What forward iook does the prophet 
have? 

10. If there were no New Testament, what 
would be the condition of the earth? , 


(Answers on page 398) 
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enabled to do so. Then, too, we need 
to remember that the principle of tith- 
ing existed before the Law, as seen in 
the case of Abraham and Melchizedek. 
As we imitate Abraham’s faith, let us 
also imitate his acknowledgment of re- 
sponsibility in this age of grace by giv- 
ing to God at least the tenth of all that 
He entrusts to us. 


Summaries and Applications 


Let us beware lest we become occupiet 
with place and position rather than with 
vital godliness. 

When one begins to argue with God, 
and to seek to defend his behavior be- 
fore,God, he manifests the evil state of 
his soul. 

One who has a sensitive conscience 
will bow at once to the Lord’s rebuke 
and will seek to put things right that 
have been wrong. 

Is it not evident that worldliness and 
covetousness are the characteristic fea- 
tures in many parts of the professing 
church today, and godliness and true 
devotion to Christ are the exceptions? 
How is it with us? 

CHICAGO. 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our holy, Heavenly Father, whose 
might and majesty, wisdom and love 
are the constant wonder of Heaven, help 
us to share in Heaven’s reverent and 
wondering worship for all that Thou 
art. The immensities of the heavens are 
Thine, yet not a sparrow falleth to the 
ground unnoticed by Thee. Thou art 
King of kings and Lord of lords, and 
yet art the lover of our souls! How 
unworthily we have rewarded Thy good- 
ness, Lord! Look not upon our sin, but 
pardon and cleanse us and fill us with 
Thy Spirit that we may love what 
pleases Thee, and ever do Thy will. Let 
Thy hand guide us, Thy power protect 
us, and our lives be lived in the sun- 
shine of Thy love. We pray for those 
who are in prison, for such as are sick, 
for all in want, and for those who are 
without God and without hope. To ail 
these make Thyself known, and be unto 
them all that they need. Bless to us 
Thy Word and bless it to all who hear 
it today. Bring the knowledge of Christ 
to all men. Break’ the power of evil, 
and let Thy Kingdom come and Thy 
will be done in our lives and in all the 
earth, for Christ our Saviour’s sake. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—I was once in a 
Canadian city when the Governor Gen- 
eral was to visit there, and suitable 
arrangements were being made to honor 
him as the representative of the British 
king. The Sunday before he arrived, 
I saw in a morning church service a 
man in uniform, chewing gum through 
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the entire service. Many there were 
realizing the presence of God, but this 
man had no more reverence for and 
thought of God than to chew his wad 
of gum through it all. I wondered if 
he would have any part in the cere- 
monies honoring the Governor that 
week. To chew his gum in any such 
ceremony would be an insult, and he 
would not have dared do it there. But 
hé did it where God was being wor- 
shiped, as though that didn’t matter. 
Some people think anything is good 
enough for God. “Offer it now unto thy 
governor,” says Malachi in our lesson 


AKE paseo OF GOD 
ORE ORTHY 

to people who were bringing cheap and 
shoddy things in sacrifice to God. To 
offer their governor what they were 
bringing to God would have been an 
insult, but anything would do for God! 
Do we ever show as little regard for God 
as that gum-chewer, or those people that 
Malachi rebuked? Do we slouch, yawn, 
and whisper in a service of worship? 
Do we, in God’s house, give attention 
to anything or anyone rather than cen- 
ter all our heart and mind upon God? 
God is a great King over all the earth, 
So, in public worship, in family prayer, 
and in private devotion, remember you 
are in the presence of your Governor, 
the Governor of Heaven and earth. Rev- 
erence, humility, thoughtful attention, 
and grateful love become His presence. 
Never act as though anything will do 
for God. That is shocking irreverence. 
He is worthy only of our very best. 
Make sure that He gets it. 

Vancouver, B. C., Can, 


w 














The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“The burden: of the word of the Lord 
to Israel by Malachi” (Mal. 1:1).—Al- 
though we know nothing of Malachi’s 
parents, birthplace, education, and ca- 
reer, we do know he was a prophet, and 
that his name means “my messenger.” 

Not for four hundred years would 
Israel have another messenger, John the 
Baptist, and following John, the Lord 
Himself, The Messenger. How appropri- 
ate then, that Malachi, who prophesied 
of the coming of these two messengers, 
should be such a self-effacing messenger 
himself ! 

An English missionary to China fell 
very ill one day. He called a native 
to him and asked him if he would carry 
a message concerning his illness to a 
doctor, many miles away. The native 
cheerfully consented. The missionary 
thought the native would require two 
days to fulfill his mission, but he was 
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back with the remedy within twenty- 
four hours. He had walked there and 
back without stopping for sleep. It was 
easy to detect something of the depth 
of the missionary’s appreciation when 
he afterward referred to the native as 
“my messenger !” 

The great need of the day is that every 
bearer of the Word of God be a “Mal- 
achi” —a faithful, self-effacing messen- 
ger of the Lord in the Lord’s message. 
(Prov. 25:13.) 


“A son honoureth his father, and a 
servant his master: if then I be a father, 
where is mine honour? and if I be a mas- 
ter, where is my fear?” (Mal. 1:6.)— 
This question: “If I be a father, where 
is mine honour?” can be asked by many 
fathers today — worthy fathers, I mean 
—fathers who have been considerate 
and generous and who have been splen- 
did examples before their sons, fathers 
eager to do the will of God. 

We recall a case of which we recently 
read. An educated, wealthy, spiritual, 
and influential father who read the 
Scriptures daily, walked with God, and 
was regular in his attendance at serv- 
ices, had an only son on whom he doted, 
But despite all the father lavished upon 
him, the son chose vicious companions, 
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who taught him to drink, gamble, curse, 
and blaspheme. 

In addition to driving off his father’s 
sheep and cattle to pay his gambling and 
tavern debts, he mocked his father’s 
God and ridiculed the Holy Scriptures. 

The godly pastor in the place, being 
burdened about this prodigal son, sought 
him out and spoke personally to him. 
Not only did he give him the Gospel 
of Christ, but he also talked feelingly 
to him of his responsibility to honor his 
father. But all to no avail, for he went 
from bad to worse until he suffered at- 
tacks of delirium tremens and became 
a miserable, degraded person, lost to 
all self-respect and indifferent to public 
opinion. 

Needless to say the father’s heart was 
broken; and he had occasion to ask 
right up to the day of his departure to 
be with the Lord, “If I be a father, 
where is mine honour?” 

We are not implying that the father 
was without fault in the matter—in 
fact, he admitted that his discipline had 
been faulty. We are not forgetting that 
God is able to save a drinking, gam- 
bling, blaspheming person and make him 
“an adornment to the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things”; but we are 
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thinking of the feelings of the father 
at being deprived of his son’s honor. 

God’s dealings with,Israel were of 
such a marvelous nature that they could 
not truthfully charge Him with failure, 
yet’ they honored Him not. How the 
great heart of the infinite God felt this 
lack on their part! 


“Will a man rob God® (Mal. 3:8.)— 
In a leaflet published by the Faith, 
Prayer and Tract League of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., I read of a Mr. Timothy 
Waardman, who stood before a congre- 
gation and said: “Brethren, for a long 
time I have been giving about fifty dol- 
lars a year, and dropping a five-dollar 
bill into the plate as my annual con- 
tribution to missionary work. I thought 
that was about all I ought to do in a 
financial way. 

“Now I know that during all these 
years I have been robbing God, and 
that my gifts were no more than miser- 
able tips. .. . Every man must answer 
to his own conscience, but as for me 
and mine, we this day determine to give 
at least the tenth of all we possess, 

“I have calculated that my property 
is worth ten thousand dollars, and, 
Preacher, here is my check of one thou- 
sand dollars ... and as a free-will of- 
fering, here is another one hundred and 
fifty dollars to cover the missionary ap- 
portionment.” 

After a moment’s hesitation, while 
the congregation waited in a strange 
hush, he added: “Brethren, I judge no 
man in this matter, but this day I am 
happier in the Lord than I have been 
since that time long ago when as a mere 
boy I dreamed of going forth myself to 
proclaim the Gospel to the heathen 
world.” 


Wawona, CALIF, 
ve 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


TELEGRAM 


Detroit, Mich. 


Wade C. Smith Feb, 21, 1948 


Augusta, Georgia 


To inform you that the will of the late 
Mrs. Evelyn Clay Ansmore probated here 
yesterday makes you principal legatee stop 
some valuable real estate and considerable 
amount of money stop important you should 
come to Detroit at once stop wire us collect 
immediately when to expect you.—Kuhn, 
Radliff & Boyd, Attorneys 


ELL, fellows, that telegram upset 
me quite a little. I read it and 
reread it. It perplexed me. I couldn’t 
understand. I never saw or heard of a 
Mrs. Evelyn Clay Ansmore. I had never 
been in Detroit except to pass through, 
back and forth from Canada. Could 
there be another person in Augusta 
bearing my name? No, I felt certain 
of that. 
I started to write an answer to the 
telegram; then the thoughf occurred it 
might.be some crook using a “phony” 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


name for a law firm to lure me to De- 
troit—for what purpose I could not 
imagine, not being a person of material 
wealth. I called a friend on the tele- 
phone and asked him to give the name 
of a good lawyer here in Augusta, which 
he did; then I asked the lawyer if he 
could direct me how to find out if there 
was such a firm of attorneys in Detroit 
as Kuhn, Radliff & Boyd. He said he had 
a list of the principal law firms in De- 
troit, to hold the -phone a minute. 
Directly he came back with the answer 
that the firm was all right and had a 
high rating. 

I started again to write a telegram, 
but then it occurred to me that if this 
was a crook wiring me he could have 
easily made use of the law firm’s name 
as a decoy. So I resorted to long dis- 
tance, with the result that very soon I 
had Mr. Boyd on the phone. I told him 
who I was, and where, and asked if his 
firm had sent the wire. He replied, 
“Yes, when can you come to Detroit?” 
I told him it was very inconvenient at 
that time, and would it not be possible 
to handle the matter without my pres- 
ence? He said, No, there were certain 
conditions that would require my per- 
sonal presence. I asked if he could give 
me an approximate idea of the amount 
of the legacy, that is, my part of it. 
He replied that he could not give a fair 
estimate of the real estate, but that the 
cash would amount to at least a hun- 
dred thousang dollars, and likely, more 
than that. I said, “Mr. Boyd, I'll take 


the next plane out of here for Detroit,”” 


and hung up. The last thirty seconds 
of that phone conversation ran my blood 
pressure up thirty points, I’m sure. 
Phew! I pinched myself to see if it was 
I—or could I be dreaming. 

That night on the plane I could not 
sleep for planning what I would do with 
“a hundred grand.” My first thought 
was to purchase “a real home,” such as 
I never imagined I could own. We 
would move out of our cramped apart- 
ment, which we had to take here a year 
ago because of the housing shortage 
and because we could not afford to buy 
the expensive homes that were on the 
market. I figured it would take about 
$25,000 for that. But we could “spread 
out now.” Then I thought I had better 
salt away about $50,000 in war bonds. 
Two sisters I would like to give $5,000 
each. A new car—oh, yes, of course, a 
new car, and the very best; I could 
afford that now. Well, that would leave 
a few thousand just to put in the bank 
to draw on; besides I'll need it for 
Florida, where I can have an inboard 
motorboat and fish togny heart’s content, 

By the way, too, there is that mission 
that is trying to build. I must give them 
$500 anyway; it won’t cramp me. And 
how about “Say, Fellows”? Will I keep 
plugging away at that every week? Go- 
ing to be mighty busy getting these new 
finances all adjusted and straightened 
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out properly. But I don’t believe I can 
leave it off as long as the Editors will 
take it. 


Ho-hum, wish I could go to sleep now 
and wake up refreshed for Detroit to- 
morrow. Tsch-ch-sch-shree-e-se ! What's 
that? the plane is rocking strangely, and 
with that terrifying screeching sound. 
Then a woman passenger’s scream. The 
plane is evidently out of control. 
“Everybody get ready for a crash land- 
ing!” We're going down—down— 
rapidly down. Yes, this must be it. It’s a 
plane crash. Strange how fast and how 
much one can think in a few seconds. 
What was a hundred thousand. dollars to 
me!! Nothing! Eternity was here. The 
only thing I could think of with any com- 
fort was that puny little $500 that was 
going to the mission! Nothing else mat- 


tered. If God could just forget the 
$99,500! Oh, could He!! B-A-N-G!!! 
C-R-A-S-H! 


“Daddy, Daddy, what’s the matter? 
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You’ve had a nightmare !” And I awol.e. 
I was in my own bed. It was ail a 
dream, fellows; but clearer and more 
definite in its details than any dream I 
ever had, and only two nights ago. I 
guess that is why I have never gotten 
rich — materially. Some people just 
don’t seem to understand that God has 
first claim upon their money. But I 
hope I would have made a wiser dis- 
position of such a legacy if it had been 
real and I had been awake. 
Aucusta, Ga, 
w 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 


Grvinc Our Best IN WorSHIP 


ORSHIP is the highest occupation 

of the Christian. We learn from 
John 4:23, 24 that God is seeking true 
worshipers. God created us. He has 
made wonderful provision for our needs. 
He gave His only begotten Son that we 
might be saved. The whole human race 
should be praising Him with heart and 
soul and voice. But that is not the case, 
True worshipers are so scarce that God 
has to seek for them, 


Of course unsaved people cannot wor- 
ship God. But even Christians some- 
times fail to worship. Many of them 
attend services just for what they can 
get out of them. They like lively sing- 
ing and an interesting sermon, but do 
not care for a Communion service. I 
have heard Christians excuse their ab- 
sence from a worship service by saying, 
“I don’t seem to get much out of that 
sort of meeting. I am glad that our topic 
today is called “Giving our best in wor- 
ship.” It is true that God delights to 
bless us through the services of the 
church, but we should go to worship, 
not for what we can get out of the serv- 
ice, but for what we can give our blessed 
Lord. The purpose of worship is to 
bring joy to His heart. 


Our lesson today is from the Book of 
Malachi. He was the last of the Old 
Testament prophets. He prophesied to 
the descendants of the Jews who had 
returned to Jerusalem after the seventy 
years’ captivity. Last week we heard 
about the revival the Jews had one fall, 
about the year 445 B.C., when Ezra read 
God’s Word to them every day. And 
we read in Nehemiah 10 of their solemn 
promise to obey the Lord in everything. 
They promised that day that they would 
not marry any of the heathen around 
them. They also promised to bring all 
their tithes to the Lord. Both of these 
promises were being broken in the days 
or Malachi. * 


In spite of this the Lord’s first words 
threugh the Prophet Malachi were, “I 
have loved you.” Then the Lord called 
their attention to their sins. They called 
Him Father and Master, but did not 
honor Him. They were selfish and had 
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no appreciation of His greatness or His 
goodness. In verse 10 the Lord says 
they would not perform the least task 
for love of Him. They only served Him 
for money. All this reminds us of our 
Golden Text, which refers to people who 
call Christ Lord but do not obey Him. 

Because the attitude of the Jews was 
wrong, their attions were wrong, too. 
They actually dared to offer to the Lord 
as a sacrifice, animals that were sick 
or lame or blind! The Lord reminded 
them that an earthly ruler would be of- 
fended at such a gift. And yet they 
dared to offer such a thing to the King 
of kings. This was an insult to God. He 
had clearly stated that every sacrifice 


must be perfect and without blemish, be- 


cause every one pointed to the Lamb of 
God who was coming to take away the 
sin of the world. A defective offering 
could not be a picture of the holy, spot- 
less Son of God. 

What made the Jews offer such things? 
The answer is—because they were so 
selfish, They offered that which was 
worthless to God, because they wanted 
to keep all the valuable ones for them- 
selves. They had no appreciation of 
the honor due to God. 

The next sins named in this lesson 
are the intermarrying ‘between God’s 
people. and the heathen, and the fre- 
quency of divorces. How the Lord hates 
these sins! Let us pray that we may 
hate them, too, and be kept from them. 
The Lord could not accept the worship 
of His people when they were living in 
sin. When people turn away from the 
Lord in their hearts, their relationships 
with one another go wrong also. 

In spite of all this, the Lord invited 
His people to return to Him. Let us 
read Malachi 3:7-12. God had com- 
manded the Israelites to give one-tenth 
to Him for His service. They had failed 
to do this, keeping God’s part as well as 
their own. Because they had robbed God 
in this way they were cursed. But God 
said that if, even then, they would bring 
in their tithes, He would pour them out 
such a blessing that they would not have 
room to receive it. 

What can we learn about worship 
from the Book of Malachi? First, our 
attitude toward the Lord must be right. 
We must honor Him as Lord and Master 
as well as Saviour. 

Second, we must give that which costs 
us something. It costs something to 
attend services regularly, but if we give 
Him only the time we do not want for 
something else we are like the Jews 
offering the sick, lame, and blind. It 
takes time and effort to fill our minds 
and hearts with Scriptures and hymns 
with which to worship Him. In Deuter- 
onomy 26 the Israelites were told to 
gather the first fruits of everything and 
put them in a basket to take with them 
when they appeared before the Lord. 
To me this suggests gathering up good 
things during the ,.week with which to 
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Answered 


worship Him on Sunday. 
prayers, Scriptures through which the 
Lord has spoken to us, beautiful songs 
which express our love and praise should 
be preserved for the worship service. I 
have just put the end of Psalm 72 into 
my basket. Here is something for yours: | 


I could not do without Thee, 
Thou Saviour of the lost, 
Whose precious blood redeemed me 
At such tremendous cost. 
If you add something every week, by 
and by your minds and hearts will be 
full of praise and worship. There is 
nothing that will give the Lord more 
joy, and you more blessing, than the 
expressed love and thanksgiving of your 
hearts, 

The third thing we learn from our les- 
son in Malachi is that sin must be con- 
fessed and put away before our worship 
is acceptable to God. As soon as we are 
conscious that we have sinned we should 
confess it to the Lord and turn from it. 
But we should also form the habit of 
getting alone with the Lord before going 
to a worship service to ask, “Is there any 
sin I have failed to confess to Thee?” 
To worship God as we ought, we should 
be able to say as we enter the service, 

Nothing between my soul and my Saviour, 

So that His blessed face may be seen. 

The last thing we learn about wor- 
ship from today’s lesson is to bring our 
offerings when we come before the Lord. 
The Israelites were commanded to bring 
one-tenth of all they made. We, who are 
Christians, have a great many more 
blessings than Israel ever heard of. 
Surely we should not bring less than 
they. 

Let us conclude our lesson by reading 
Malachi 3:16, 17. In Malachi’s day there 
were those who truly worshiped the 
Lord. He listened for their voices and 
put their names into His book of re- 
membrance. Are you and I in His book 
of remembrance for our times? To have 
your name included in “Who’s Who in 
America?” is not to be compared with 
the honor of having your name in the 
Lord’s book of remembrance, which lists 
those who worship Him in spirit and in 
truth. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Giving Our Best to God 
(Mal. 1:6-8; 2:10; 3:7ab, 12) 
BVIEW: Can you name? A king 
(Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus). A prophet 
(Ezekiel, Haggai, Zechariah). A gover- 
nor (Nehemiah). A scribe (one who 
studied God’s laws — Ezra). How eagerly 
the people had listened to the Bible 
when Ezra read it to them! 
cried over their sins. They had hur- 
ried to obey God when they heard what 
He said. Mike and Glen are to read us 


They had: 
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two parts of the Law which Ezra’s peo- 
ple heard (Deut. 15:21; Exod. 20:12-17). 
Now can you answer these questions? 
What kind of animals do yeu think the 
people brought for sacrifices? What 
laws would the children think were 
especially for them? 

Years passed by. The people forgot 
God’s laws. None of the priests cared 
enough to teach them and help the peo- 
ple do right. People stopped bringing 
their tithes and offerings. What they 
did bring, to be sacrificed, were poor, 
useless animals. 

See, there comes a man bringing a 
blind bull! The lamb that a priest is 
just now killing is one so sick it was 
going to die anyway! But the priest 
doesn’t care. Let God have the good- 
for-nothing creature; it is good enough 
for Him! When people do not care 
about God, or respect Him, they do not 
care about His other children, their 
brothers. Are you surprised that there 
were murders among the people? Men 
divorced their Jewish wives and mar- 
ried heathen girls. Do you suppose some 
stole from their neighbors, and others 
gossiped and told untruths about them? 

A prophet came among the people, 
among the priests themselves, and spoke 
sternly. “A son honors his father, and 
a servant his master. If I am your 
father, where is my honor? If I am your 
master, where is my respect? says the 
Lord unto you priests that despise my 
name. Is it not wrong to offer a blind 
animal for sacrifice? Is it not wrong to 
offer a lame and sick one? Offer it to 
your governor. Will he be pleased? I 
am a great King.” (Mal. 1:6, 8, 14.) 
The Prophet Malachi, the last prophet 
God is going to send (of course, the 
people do not know that); this is their 
last chance before the Lord Himself 
comes four hundred years later. Listen 
to Malachi again: “Haven’t we all one 
father? Didn’t one God create us all? 
Why does everyone do wrong to his 
brother, and deceive him? You break 
the agreement our fathers made with 
God. The Lord will suddenly come to 
His Temple. But will you be able to 
stand before Him? You people have al- 
ways broken My laws. But — come back 
to Me, and I will come back to you, 
says the Lord.” (Mal. 2:10; 3:1, 2, 7.) 

Suppose Malachi were to walk in that 
door today (point to the entrance to 
your room) ! What would he say to us? 
Would he talk about blind and sick ani- 
mals? No, indeed! What kind of of- 
ferings do we bring to God’s house? 
Surely; our money. Do we gladly bring 
our best to God,’or just the leftovers? 
Do we buy our gum and candy first, and 
if there is a penny or nickel left over, 
bring that for Sunday school? How do 


we keep the Commandments about hon- 
oring our parents, telling the truth, and 
not wanting what someone else has? 
“Bring an offering, and come into his 
96: 8, 


courts” (Psa. Memory Verse). 
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“It Were Better 
That a Millstone” 


From Poland comes this grim report: 


“One of the most terrible results of the 
war is the fear and distrust which so 
many Jewish children in Europe have 
developed toward people in general. 
My own little nephew is afraid to walk 
in the streets, but rather sneaks 
through, never looking people in the 
eyes. He is always tense and alert. 
These unhappy Jewish children have 
lost something which can never be re- 
stored to them — a sunny childhood. 


“The wretched cruelty of people has 
turned so many of them into suspicious 
little beings, suffering from mental 
shock. What grace and love will be 
necessary to deal with these children!” 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MIS- 
SIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, 
INC., is ministering in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to these little ones, 
and to their parents and relatives who 
survived the gruesome years of exter- 
mination. Over 20 of our missionaries 
and representatives are engaged in 
every part of the world in the salvag- 
ing of the remnant of Israel. 


Thousands of relief parcels are urgently 
needed to rescue our Hebrew Christian 
brethren in the throes of a great ca- 
lamity. Will you help for the sake of 
Him who died for these little ones that 
none should perish. 


$10 will provide a food parcel. 


$50 will help support a missionary for 
one month. 


May we count on your prayers and 
gifts to strengthen our hands in this 
labor of love. 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Joseph M. Steele, President 
Dr. Joseph T. Gritan, Treasurer 
Rev. Victer Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 
Treasurer for Canada: 
REV. P. 8. DOBSON, M.A., D.D. 
Principal, Alma College, St. Themas, 
Ontario, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My Glory,” sent to all 


contributors and also on request. 
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leaders of all plain for the child, with 
denominations charm and dignity for 
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the classroom, for aid to better under- 
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ly colored jacket. 642 pages of Bible 
treasure. Priced at, only $2.95 
Write for free circular of other Eger- 
meier’s books for children. 
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What kind of offering will you bring 
next Sunday? (If the word “tithe” is 
new to your class, explain it, and show 
the children how to reckon it for their 
allowance or earnings.) What kind of 
life will you bring with you: honor to 
Father and Mother, or disrespect and 
disobedience: a lying tongue, or an hon- 
est one; an I-wish-I-had spirit, or a 
happy-with-what-I-have _ spirit? Will 
you be giving your best to God? He 
will be looking for it. Suppose the 
Lord were to walk in that door! 
Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Giving Our Best to God 
(Mal. 3:7, 8, 10-12) 
'— we put a purse marked 
“Tithe” on the top strip of the rain- 
bow, the violet strip, for our prophet is 
Malachi. He also was a prophet to the 
Jews in Jerusalem, during a time when 
Nehemiah had gone back to the court 
of Artaxerxes. 

Malachi is talking to the people about 
being honest with God. You may not 
know that God cares about how much 
money you take to Sunday school for 
the offering, or how much your daddy 
and mother give to the church. But 
He does care. Really, all we have be- 
longs to God, and He lets us use it. But 
He wants us to give Him back some 
of it. He had told the Jews one-tenth 
of it was His. One-tenth means one 
penny out of every ten pennies. And 
they had promised to give it, and they 
were not giving it. Malachi tells them 
they have robbed God in tithes and of- 
ferings, and God has brought a curse 
on them because they have not been 
honest with Him. 

Then God tells them if they will bring 
all the tithes, a word which means tenths, 
into the storehouse, He will pour out 
a blessing on them, such a great bless- 
ing that there will not be room to re- 
ceive it. He goes on to say that He will 
rebuke the worms and pests that eat up 
the things that grow, so the crops will 
be great, and He will keep the grapes 
from falling before their time. 

But did the people pay any attention 
to the message of Malachi? Not very 
muchs They acted as they did when the 
other prophets gave them a message 
from God. They heard, but they did 
not heed. And so, in a few years, they 
were again carried away captive, and 
have never gone back to live in their 
own country, as a nation. 

But now to get back to the question, 
Does God care about us, what we give 
to Him? We know He cared about Israel. 
In the New Testament, God’s command 
is to give as we have received. If you 
earn much money in a week, your offer- 
ing should be large. Many people think 
the tenth is still the right amount to 
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give. So, out of all the money you re- 
ceive, give a tenth. Some children get 
an allowance of ten cents a week, then 
they should give at least one cent. If 
your allowance is more, your gift should 
be more. It is very good for you to 
learn to give some of your own money, 
instead of having Mother or Daddy give 
you a nickel for Sunday“school. Then 
you learn to give. 

Some people think God wants more 
of our money than the tenth, and they 
give a fifth or a third or a half of all 
they earn. Some others who receive a 
great deal of money, keep just what 
they need to live decently, and give the 
Lord all the rest. And the Lord blesses 
them in a wonderful way. 

And it is not just money God wants. 
He wants some of our time. All chil- 
dren love to play, but they can take 
time out to study the Sunday school 
lesson, or go to ask some children to 
come to Sunday school with them. 

Here’s something to remember, God 
always pays back with compound inter- 
est everything we give Him. He gives 
back many times what we give Him. If 
you knew that somebody would give you 
a dollar for each dime you gave him, 
you would give him every dime you 
could get hold of, wouldn’t you? But 
somehow we don’t do that with God. He 
has not promised to give us back a dol- 
lar for a dime, but He has promised to 
bless us in great measure, and He always 
keeps His word. 

Why don’t you try it? God loved us 
so much He gave His only begotten Son 
to die for us. .-Surely we can never 
give Him too much. Now, while you 
are little children, is the time to learn 
to give, then you will always love to 
give to the Lord. 

FELTON, CALIF, 

1 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 


‘illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 


Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.”’ ference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked. to 
fimit the total suomitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

When He Obeyed.—Why call ye me, 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which 
I say? (Luke 6:46, Golden Text). A 
young Chinese man was converted in 
Atlanta, Ga. His godly teacher gave 
him a copy of the New Testament and 
said: “You are a Christian now, and 
you must read the Christian’s guide 
book, and follow dts teachings.” He took 
this instruction seriously and began at 
the first chapter and read straight 
through. When he came to John’s Gos- 
pel, the story of the two disciples who 
followed Jesus and then went out and 
found their brothers and brought them 
to Christ gripped his; heart. In far- 
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away China he had a father, mother, 
brother, and sister, and he felt that it 
was his duty to bring them to Christ. 
He wrote letters telling them about his 
new-found joy, but he could not make 
them understand. He must go and bring 
them to Jesus. He worked hard, saved 
his money until he had enough to go 
back to China. After many weeks he 
won his loved ones to Christ. Again he 
worked and saved his money so he could 
come back to America, his adopted 
home, where he had found Christ.— 
From “Taking Christ Seriously,” by J. 
B. Lawrence. Sent by L. G. James, To- 
ronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


Cleaning House.—A son honoureth his 
father, and a servant his master: if then 
I be a father, where is mine honour? 
and if I be a master, where is my fear? 
(Mal. 1:6.) On his return from South 
Africa, Dr. Landes, of the World’s Sun- 
day School Association, told of the 
prayer of a little Zulu girl who had just 
recently given her heart to Christ: “O 
Thou Great Chief, light a candle in my 
heart that I may see the rubbish, and 

* sweep it out.” And along with this little 
African girl’s prayer should go the 
prayer of William Cowper, the poet: 

The dearest idol I have known, 

Whate’er that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from Thy throne, 
And worship only Thee. 
—From Homiletic Review. Sent by May- 
nard Shelly, Hopedale, Iil. 


Concerned Only With the Accessories. 
—Covering the altar of the Lord with 
tears, with weeping, and with crying 
out, insomuch that he regardeth not the 
offering any more (Mal. 2:13). One day 
in Lima, Ohio, I saw a decrepit old Ford 
running down the street, its coming 
announced by a variety of rattles and 
groans. Its fenders were flapping, its 
paint was gone, its motor was pounding, 
but the owner of that car had equipped 
it with every conceivable accessory. It 
had dual horns, a spotlight, and all kinds 
of fine chromium trimming —a fifteen- 
dollar car with a hundred dollars worth 
of accessories! As I watched it go by, 
I thought, “That’s a parable of many 
lives — people who are much more con- 
cerned with the trappings of life than 
they are with life itself!’—From the 
Rev. E. W. Bloomquist, in the Watch- 
man-Examiner. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 


It Takes All There Is.—Return unto 
me, and I will return unto you, saith 
the Lord of hosts (Mal. 3:7). Thomas 
H. Huxley was a severe critic and a 
chronic neglecter of religion in his day, 
but he said one thing that every church 
member in America ought to remember: 
“It doesn’t take much of a man to be a 
Christian, but it takes all there is of 
him.”—From Homiletic Review. Sent by 
Maynard Shelly, Hopedale, Ill. 


The Difference Between Talking and 
Giving.—Bring ye all the tithes into the 
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storehouse, that there may be meat in 
mine house, and prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not 
open you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it (Mal. 


3:10). A minister writes that a man 
came up to him one day at the end of 
the services in a frontier town and said: 
“Say, Parson, iat service and sermon 
was grand. I wouldn’t have missed ’em 
for five dollars.” The minister suggested 
that he hand him, for missionary work, 
the difference between the amount he 
had put in the collection basket and the 
sum he mentioned. The man stopped, 
looked at the clergyman, and then slowly 
pulled from his pocket four dollars and 
ninety cents, which he handed over with- 
out a word.—From “The Bottles of 
Heaven,” by Revilo. Sent by Mrs, A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans, 


Hath God Said?—Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse (Mal. 3:10). 
Dr. Russell Conwell one night at a 
prayer meeting asked if there were any 
tithers present who had tithed through 
a series of years. Seven people stood 
up. He asked for a testimony from zach 
one in emphasis of the fact of +. 4's 
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faithfulness in blessing them. Six gave 
radiant testimonies of blessings received. 
The seventh was a frail, gray-haired 
woman who spoke with much reluc- 
tance: “I wish I could bear such testi- 
mony, but I cannot. I have skimped and 
saved and denied myself through the 
m Through the Bible Study years to keep a vow made to tithe my 
—-<— —— by Chapter. income. But now I am old, and I am 
‘ rs losing my position. I have no means of 
For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, . 
Ger Rene, Senos Bo cteenee ga I do not know what I shall 
ties, scation, Bible Schools, — 0. A sat gh a the meeting 
eetings. was closed in the midst of a profound 
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Wanamaker. At the table Mr. Wana- 
maker said: “I think you will be in- 
terested to know we are about to inau- 
gurate a pension system for our 
employees. The plan has been worked 
out, and we are to issue our first life 
pension today to a woman who has 
served us for twenty-five years.” He 
mentioned her name, and it was that 
of the woman who had given the pessi- 
mistic testimony the night before.— 
From the Herald of Holiness. Sent by 
M,. H. James, Toronto, Can, 


Answered Prayer in Minnesota.—I will 
rebuke the devourer (Mal. 3:11). Grass- 
hoppers become the greatest pest in 
time of drought. In 1877 Minnesota 
had a plague of grasshoppers. ‘The 
farmers sought aid from the Governor, 
and he called a meeting for discussion. 
One by one suggestions were made until 
Governor Pillsbury said, “Gentlemen, 
inasmuch as this curse has come upon 
us from God, I suggest that we ask peo- 
ple everywhere in the state to gather 
for prayer to supplicate God to alleviate 
this curse.” To this they all agreed, and 
before the evening of the next day, mil- 
lions of grasshoppers died and others 
disappeared very suddenly, and the peo- 
ple learned the way of righteousness 
that day—From the King’s Business. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can, 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 391) 


1. Three: Malachi (means “my messen- 
ger’), the messenger of preparation (3:1; 
4:5), and the messenger (angel) of the 
covenant (3:1). 

2. The later restoration period, perhaps 
contemporary with Ezra and Nehemiah. 


3. Polluted offerings (1:6-14); mixed mar- 
riages (2:11); divorce (2:14-16); withhold- 
ing the tithe (3:8, 9). 

4. See Jeremiah 17:9. 

5. Idolatry, to which the Children of Israel 
did not return after the Captivity, to any 
great extent. 


6. First the priests (at least to 2:9); the 
whole nation (to 3:15); the remnant of the 
God-fearing (to the end). 


7, He is a poor Christian who acts on the 
basis of obligation. Tithing was before the 
Law (Gen. 14:20), and suggests a minimum 
for Christian bounty. 


8. It depends on what kind of “pay” you 
are looking for. You are likely to have 
tribulation (John 16:33); but Malachi 3:17, 
18 suggests an answer. 


9. The day of the Lord, in a compre- 
hensive view, for purging (3:3), judgment 
(3:5; 4:1), and reward 3:17; 4:2, 3). 


10. Cursed (4:6). 
ve 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 16 


2. As Parents See Youth 
(Prov. 4:1-7; 10:1; 1 Tim. 5:4) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HILE looking at parent-youth re- 

lationships last week from the 
viewpoint of youth, we saw that it is 
God’s plan that youth should be cared 
for in the family group; and that, in 
order that a family group may be ad- 
ministered fairly and efficiently, it is 
necessary that there should be authority 
and discipline. But as we turn to the 
other side of parent-youth relationships 
this week, and view them from the 
parént’s point of view, we should see 
that God’s Word clearly places upon the 
parents definite obligations in addition to 
those of authority and discipline. 


se 


Our first Scripture lesson points to the 
responsibility of parents to instruct chil- 
dren entrusted to their care in the 
knowledge of God, and of His command- 
ments. This instruction we find men- 
tioned in the New Testament as the 
“nurture and admonition of the Lord” 
(Eph, 6:4). An examination of the mod- 
ern home shows a serious neglect of this 
responsibility. Parents, in a large mea- 
sure today, have delegated to the school, 
the Sunday school, and the church the 
instruction of their children in moral 
and in Christian things. This is true, 
even in many so-called Christian homes. 
God’s plan is that His “commandments,” 
and this includes all His Word, should 
be taught and talked about and explained 
in the home (Deut. 6:1-9). Teaching 
in the Sunday school and in the church 
is good, but it should be supplemental, 
and not take the place of home teaching. 


se 


God’s Word warns parents concerning 
the example they set to their childreh 
in the home. The great truths of God’s 
Word are to be taught, not only with 
the iips, but by the lives of the parents 
(1 Tim. 5:4). One of a parent’s most 
effective aids to obtaining obedience and 
impressing youth with the value of God’s 
Law is a life lived in loving obedience 
to God. 

While exercising discipline and requir- 
ing obedience, parents are not to go 
about the discharge of these responsibil- 
ities in a way that will provoke, or 
anger, or discourage their children (Eph. 
6:4; Col. 3:21). In other words, instead 
of the hard and inflexible and domineer- 
ing ruleSver their children, parents are 
to exercise a wise and patient but firm 
and loving discipline, so that even when 
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Typical Union Sunday 
school, with happy chil- 
dren gathered from the 
rugged hills and valleys 
of Idaho. 

Group of colored young 
people attending Bible 
conference near Salma, 
Ala. 


“Surh a Change in Their Lives!” 


(6P/—CHE old church building had long ago been 
closed and moved away,” writes one earnest 
A.§.8.U. missionary from the far west, “and 
for many years the children had been without 





Over a hundred lively young people at an Idaho A.S.S.U. 
Bible Conference. Just at the point of life-decisions, 
these youth are brought under the wise instruction and 
Christlike living of our earnest Missionaries and their 
with many resulting life-consecrations. 









Gospel services, for it is now 35 miles to the Sixty-nine courts reported an 
nearest church. increase of 56% in juvenile 
& . delinquency between 1938 and 
But four week-day services are now held 1944. Children of 12 years 
for the children, and we also hold one for and up are becoming the 
adults, each month. We try to build up to a youthful perpetrators of the 
decision service, that they may really know what they most hideous crimes, recruited 
are doing when they accept Christ. This month I gave almost entirely from the ranks 
my first invitation after carefully presenting the way of of the millions of boys and 
salvation. A hush fell upon the room, where forty-nine girls who are receiving no re-" 


children were assembled; and twenty, largely from the 
older grades, eagerly accepted Christ as their Saviour. 
Then followed verses of assurance and instruction how 


ligious instruction. There is 
but one remedy—the Gospel 


they might live for Him. Faces glowed with a new of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
radiance, and we are certain many passed from death Christ, preached in redeeming 
unto life. and transforming power. This 
Ps : : - ns 

Soon after these children began witness- is the mission of the A.S.8.U. 
‘ . : - to rural America — we have 
ing in their homes, we received word from no other. 


several of the parents asking us to visit them. 
When in response to a letter, I called upon one woman 
who is very influential on the School Board, she said: 
‘There is such a change in the lives of my children 
since they made their decision for Christ that some of 
us wonder if you would not help us to organize a regu- 
lar Sunday School for all the adults as well.’ So on 
the first Sunday possible, we held our first meeting 
with 24 present, the number increasing to 36 the second 
Sunday.’ 
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Jesus said: ‘“‘Go out into the highways and 
hedges and contpel them to come in, that my 
house may be filled.’ (Luke 14:18.) Will your 
sponsorship go ‘‘With Christ along the Old 
Back Road?”’ For added information, write direct 
to Department of Missions, 1816-T Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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it may be unpleasant the child will rec- 
ognize it as fair. 
we 

Whether viewed from the standpoint 
of youth, or from the standpoint of the 
parent, the family altar in the home 
should be recognized as the place where 
differences and misunderstandings may 
be adjusted, and where joys and sorrows 
may be brought to the feet of Christ, 
and where lessons in patience, and for- 
bearance, and understanding may be 
learned in a way that will make the 
home a little foretaste of Heaven itself. 

Well worth any sacrifice that must be 
made to establish it and preserve it is 
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the family altar in the Christian home 
today. Here is the place to talk over 
the various situations that arise, before 
they become aggravated by angry dis- 
putes and while hearts are still open to 
admonitions of the Word as it is read. 
Here direction may be sought by all, 
and all may share in the blessing that 
comes from laying matters befere the 
Lord, and letting Him work out each 
situation in His way, ard to the best 
interest of each one involved. 

Will you make this very Sunday the 
starting point of a family altar in your 
home, if one has not already been set up? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


we 


What a Word of the Saviour 
Can Do 


(Continued from second page) 


darkness, always recall that the Saviour 
is near. There is no gloom however 
deep where He is‘not present. With 
Him you can go through the. blackest 
night.’ 

“I learned that this was true. We 
then lived on the Neckar [River], and 
often traveled on a large river boat and 
knew how it was when the waves rose 
high enough to engulf us. I would then 
think of the Sea of Galilee. Once on 
Lake Constance I was in a dangerous 
storm of lightning and thunder-and was 
chalk-white with fear. But the word 
came, ‘It is I; be not afraid.’ I whis- 
pered it to my fellow oarsman and we 
rowed. hard and reached land, 

“That is why the words took such hold 
of me, Herr Pastor, in my sickness. It 
was those words that saved me! I now 
knew that the Saviour stood beside me. 
I will never forget it. I believe I am 
now another man. I know now what it 
is to have a Saviour who goes with you 
through thick and thin. I shall ‘never 
leave Him, for He has never left me.” 

I sat a little while, and then said to 
him: “You once learned in our Heidel- 
berg catechism, ‘This is my only com- 
fort in life and death that I belong, both 
in life and death, not to myself but to 
my faithful Saviour, Jesus Christ.’” 

“Yes,” he said, “I belong to Jesus 
Christ. So shall it be.” He told the 
truth. So has it been — to this very day! 


The Compensated Compass 
and God's Guidance 
(Continued from page 389) 


Pass is designed with two small com- 
pensating magnets within it that may 
be adjusted so that they counter- 
act the magnetism of the car. That 
is, the combined effect of these two little 
magnets is a pull on the compass needle 
that acts in exactly the opposife direc- 
tion to the pull of the magnetism of the 
car, and with an equal force. A penny, 
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or some other nonmagnetic object, is 
used to turn these magnets, by means 
of the screws shown in the drawing, 
until the compass reads correctly, no 
matter in what direction the car is 
traveling. 


This reminds us of the way our friends 
of the world are wont to tell us that 
what we think is guidance from above 
may in reality be our own selfish de- 
sires, and that we cannot know what 
God’s will is with so many counterat- 
tractions. What they tell us is true, if 
the proper adjustment has not been made 
within. However, if one has been born 
again, and his life is surrendered to the 
Lord and the secret life of prayer and 
Bible study prevails, then the inner ad- 
justment has been made and the coun- 
terattractions of self and the world have 
no effect. 


Separation.—When I first mounted the 
auto compass in my car, I placed it near 
the lower left-hand corner of the wind- 
shield, thinking to place it where it 
would be least likely to obstruct the 

* driver's view of the road ahead. I could 
find no setting of the compensating mag- 
nets that would make the compass read 
anything but “south” no matter in what 
direction the car was pointing. I gave 
up in despair, thinking that those who 
were skeptical about the use of a com- 
pass in a car were right. However, as 
I opened the door to get out of the car, 
I noticed the compass suddenly swing 
way around. I had changed the amount 
of iron near it. Why, then, I argued, 
could I not find a place for it that would 
be farther away from so much of the 
iron and steel of the car? When I moved 
the compass nearer to the center of the 
windshield, but still low enough to be 
out of line of vision of the road ahead, 
I found I had no difficulty at all in ad- 
justing it so that it worked perfectly. 


What a picture my compass was, in 
the first position, of the lives of many 
Christians who desire the Lord’s guid- 
ance and at the same time want to live 
as close as possible to the worldly at- 
tractions that are all around! I say it 
reverently, but I believe that even God 
cannot guide such a Christian — if Chris- 
tian he may be called. It is only when 
we live our lives as far away from the 
counterattractions of the world as pos- 
sible, that we really experience the 
Lord’s guidance. “Come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; and I 
will receive you” (2 Cor. 6:17). 


(To be continued) 


vw 


Want of trust is at the root of almost 
all our sins and all our weaknesses; 
and how shall we escape from it, but 
by looking to Him, and observing His 
faithfulness?—Hudson Taylor, 
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Children's Day in Your 
Sunday School 


“ OD —and All Things,” is the title 
of a new Children’s Day Service 
that has been pfepared by Mary Brain- 
erd Smith. It will not appear in the 
pages of THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Times, but 
is available in separate leaflet form for 
convenient use in the Sunday school, 
Like similar services of this nature, 
this new Children’s Day Service is made 
up of responsive readings from the 
Scriptures, original verse recitations for 
children from the various departments 
of the Sunday school, and hymns which 
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Hungry. Exhausted, and Beaten 





The Rev. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph.B., B.D. 


A Hebrew Christian minister in Germany writes a 
pitiful but revealing letter: 
our possessions in eastern Germany, which was ceded to 
Poland. No beds, no underwear, not even a comb. Through 
all this misery we were driven nearer to our Lord. My 
family consists of five members,” he says, “and the food 
we received here is meager. 
and to all who have contributed to the food and clothing 
parcels you have sent us! 
Gospel is hard, but through your kindness my burden has 
become less hard.” 
food parcels to the starving members in his congregation. 


“We lost our home, and all 


How grateful we are to you 
My work as minister of the 


This minister pleads with us to send 


Another Hebrew Christian, also from Germany, cannot 
find words to express her gratitude for the food and cloth- 
ing we sent her family. 
package arrived from far America, and now we have 
received two more remittances from you. 


She writes: “A glorious food 


You cannot 


imagine how burning the need is with us and what the 


Hitler years have, taken from us! 


My husband lost all his possessions in the 


concentration camp. And now God has given us you people to heip us in our 


inexpressible need. 
mean life to us.” 


We have seven children, so your nourishing food packages 


Similar pitiful letters of gratitude and heart-rending pleas come to us from 


surviving Hebrew Christians from all parts of Europe. 


Never have we had such 


opportunities to feed the starving, clothe the naked, console the despairing in 


the name of Christ. 
suffering Israel. 


We earnestly plead for your prayers and help on behalf of 


$5.00 will pay for a nutritious food parcel. 
$10.00 will pay tor a big CARE food parcel. 
$10.00 will support an orphan child for a month. 


A folder of “News Letters from Hebrew Christians in Europe” sent on request. 
Address gifts and communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 
4919 N. Albany Ave, 
Chicago 25, Illinois 





Dept. T 


Canada 
91 Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 
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SEND AND SELL Greeting Cards with TRUE 


CHRIST 


18 Sqn 
ae ree tes toa folder Pocengal contain Christmas 
t aaa now ready. Three boxes of one or both kinds sent Lenn | 
$2 Money refunded if not entirely satisfied. Agents groupe 
sel! our complete line of 26 assortments. Profit up to 100 per cent. 


SHEPHERD'S TOWN GREETING CARD Co. 
Box 35 Shepherdstown, Pa. 








a J.O} n BUSWELL,JR., PRESIDENT 


ii NATIONAL 
BIBL INSTITUTE 


Monthly Publication, ‘‘The Bible Teday’”” 
Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and 
registered by New York State Regents, granting B.R.E. and Th.B. 
degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medica) Course 
diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 
Write for catalog. 








A fruitful ministry of evange- 
lism and Scripture distribution 
supported by free-will offerings. 

Send for free Quarterly with 
news of workin U.S. and China to: 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 
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A Timely Tip 
To Teachers 


Create unusual interest in your 
D.V.B.S. by adding as a special 
feature our unique flannel board 
lessons entitles “A TRIP TO 
THE ZOO.” 

Ten lessons with figures, $2.00 


C-IT-TOLD, Box 929, Bristow, Okla. 
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. Old Fashioned Revival 
} Nationwide Gospel Broadeast 
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CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. ©. Box 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 








A Pleasant Way to Make MONEY! 
The tide of religious awakening is stimulating a 
new demand for religious products. You perform a 
Christian service by offering the “Sunshine Line” 
greeting cards—America’s leading religious line. 


Everyday Assortment 
BOX No. 57 
1S A WINNER! 

Your friends and neighbors will be enthusiastic 
about these beautiful cards. Profitable sales are quickly 
and easily made. Make extra profits selling Bibles, 
Egermeier'’s Bible Story Books, Sgllman prints, mot- 
toes and plaques. 

Write nearer office 


TRIUMPHANT ART PUBLISHERS, E 4 


SAN JOSE, CALIF. or ANDERSON, IND. 
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may be sung to familiar hymn tunes. 
June 13 will be the day on which 
many schools will observe Children’s 
Day this year, and it is not too soon to 
be thinking about and planning for your 
school. Copies of this 1948 Children’s 
Day Service may be had, in leaflet form, 
for 25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. 
Just address The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
stating how many copies you desire, 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Aunt Mary 


Questions for answer, and other commu- 
nications, may be addressed to Aunt Mary, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5. No names or addresses 
will be published in The Sunday School 
Times; and if questions are too personal 
for an answer in these columns, Aunt Mary 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return’ postage is enclosed. 





Dear Aunt Mary: I am not a girl 
but a young mother, with a ~ thir- 
teen years old, an e ighth grader. She 
is = attractive an talented, beaides 
bein ure, consecrated Christian, 
than G . By her walk she has won 
to Christ, or had some part in it, a 
fourteen-year-old boy, who, of course, 
thinks she is wonderful. They are 
thrown together much at school and 
church. He is a most promising young 
Christian, and living a pure, separated 
life. I believe that their association 
in the group is sufficient and that they 
are too peng hay - to have chaperoned 
dates or’ to be thought of as “going 
together.” She has told him she doesn’t 
expect to go with anyone until she is 
eighteen years old. He is satisfied 
with that, and is careful'to respect her 
convictions in the matter. o there 
is really no big problem on hand, but 
I would like your help in this. matter 
of what age dates should begin, etc. 
I know, from experience, that affec- 
tions cannot be trifled with, and I do 
want her to marry in God’s directive 
will, if at all. 

I am grateful for the renewal of 
this column, as worldly philosophy :in 
such columns in the newspapers is 
too often contrary to Scripture. 

Another question: What should I 
do about letting my girl (thirteen) go 
to. the basketball games where girl 
yell-leaders carry on in immodest dress 
and actions? 


Y DEAR FRIEND: It was a pleas- 

ure to me to receive your letter, 
revealing as it does your watchful care 
of your child as she treads the narrow 
path. How happy that, though so young, 
she is using her talents for the Lord. 
May she go steadily on the Heavenward 
road, giving you increasing joy as she 
grows in grace! 

In my opinion, you are quite right 
that her association with the boy friend 
in school and church groups is sufficient 
for the present. Anything beyond sim- 
ple friendship would be detrimental at 
this stage of life. It is an ideal situa- 
tion as you have it, but you will need 
prayer and watchfulness through the 
years just ahead. 
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The stand she has taken thus far is 
admirable, and reflects credit on her 
home training as well as personal char- 
acter. There is, of course, the possi- 
bility that her mind may change as she 
grows older. Getting into high school 
sometimes goes to the head of the young, 
especially if the practice of “dating” is 
on every side, openly encouraged by 
teachers, as in many places. 

The age at which “dating” may safely 
begin is not affected by the prevalent 
moral laxity today, due in part to the 
overemphasis of sex in movies and mag- 
azines. It is rooted in human nature, 
which has not changed with all the 
“modern improvements,” and must still 
be governed by God’s immutable prin- 
ciples to be successful. For generations 
it has been considered wise not to per- 
mit two young persons of opposite sex 
to go out alone at night before they 
were at least eighteen years of age. And 
this is still not only my experience with 
my own daughters and other girls who 
have been under my care, but is also 
the considered opinion of thoughtful 
and refined people, not necessarily con- 
verted, but at any rate cultivated. 

This is the best general rule I know, 
but it may at times admit of modifica- 
tion, as circumstances vary —and some 
mature much earlier than others. But 
if you heartily endorse this sensible 
stand she has taken, it will help her to 
maintain it, I think. 

As to attending basketball games, much 
depends on when and where they are 
held and in whose company she views 
them. While it is regrettable that the 
girl cheer leaders act as they do, the 
fact that these are school activities 
means that their influence relates to 
loyalty to the particular school or dis- 
trict, and passes when that stage of edu- 
cation has been left behind. I don’t 
know whether I have made myself plain, 
but it is true that school doings fer 
the school child are not in the sane 
obnoxious class as adult worldly enter- 
tainments. This, of course, is how it 
seems to me, and though it is many 
years since I played basketball, it is not 
so many since I accompanied my chil-' 
dren to school games, rather than have 
worldly companions with them. 

In closing, I thank you for your words 
of encouragement, in the renewal of this 
column, so ably filled by Mother Ruth 
in her lifetime. Like herself, I pray 
much over each letter before answering, 
The Lord bless and guide you and the 
dear young folks—Aunt Mary. 


we 


The Christian Medical Society 
Convention 


HE second annual convention of the 
Christian Medical Society will be 
held in the Illini Building, 715 S. Wood 
St., Chicago, beginning at 1 p.m., Fri- 
day, June 25, and continuing through 
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Saturday. Well known physicians and 
others will present the Christian prac- 
tice of medicine in many of its phases. 

The Society is an organization of 
physicians and medical students, and 
others in the profession, who are pre- 
senting a positive witness to God, our 
Father, and Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 
There are now more than five hundred 
members, and eighteen active groups on 
medical school campuses. The head- 
quarters are at 64 W. Randolph St., Chi- 
cago 1. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 


Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
May 10 to 16 


Mon.—Malachi 1:1-5. 
“Wherein Hast Thou Loved Us?” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I have loved you, 
saith the Lord. Yet ye say, Wherein 
hast thou loved us?” People in trouble 
complain against God. They doubt His 
love on the “dark” days and when “win- 
ter’s winds” distress the soul, But it is 
well to call to mind the former years, 
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and the happy days when God’s candle 
lightened our gloom. Let us be slow to 
complain against the providences of God, 
and quick to give thanks for His mer- 
cies. Christ, the holy One of God, suf- 
fered meekly when He was expésed to 
every form of testing. Ask God for more 
grace for your trials, Pray for the Child 
Evangelism Fellowship of Minneapolis. 
Tues.—Malachi 1:6-9. 
“Wherein Have We Despised Thy Name?” 
PRAYER SvuGcEsTions: “Wherein have 
we despised thy name?” Ministers of 
God going on diligently in their work 
may, nevertheless, be utterly unaware of 
their state before God. Examples are 
found in Malachi 1:6 and Revelation 2: 
1-4. Blindness attends error, Obe- 
dience makes for understanding the 
Scriptures. Eyes need now to be opened 
to see ourselves as God sees us. By the 
Word we come to this knowledge. The 
cleansing of the Word is for those who 
hear and obey the Word. Pray for the 
American-European Christian Fellow- 
ship, 15 Philipse Place, Yonkers 3, N. Y. 
Wed.—Malachi 2:1-9. 
“The Priest’s Lips Should Keep Knowledge.” 
PRAYER SuccEstTions: “The priest’s lips 
should keep knowledge, and they should 
seek the law at his mouth: for he is 
the messenger of the Lord of hosts.” A 














On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday scheol. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help ef 
these columns? 
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FREE 


to any Evangelical Christian Minister, Sunday School 
or Missionar Superintendent. one copy of “A SPIRIT- 
UAL LIGHT Swit ’’ for each family in his con, tion 
TITHING 
Write stating number of leaflets 


roviding he will agree to give a talk on 
fore distribution. 
desired to 


TITHER 


417-SS South Hill Street 
Los Angeles 13, California 








A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 
By Philip E. Howard 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
let, attractively bound with Blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. ‘Ten chapters of instruction and 
inspirational reading await you. 

In spite of higher costs this book may be had 
for only 25 cents, postage paid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 N. 13th Street Philadelphia 5 




















Easel and Scenery Sets 
Step ahead, in your Visual 
Aid Program, witi: “MeBETH’S”’ 
better equipment. ‘lhis su- 
perb folding ‘‘Duo-fold’ 
Board is 24 x 36 inches, one 
side for flannelgraph work, 
the other for blackboard. A 
specially constructed easel for 
flannelgraph work, blackboard, etc. Ten of the 
finest scenery sets to select from. Boards $4.50, 
easels $3.95. This complete portable unit in 
shipping carton $8.25. Scenery sets $3.50 each 
Free literature available. 
Order from your religious supply house 

McBETH'S Religious Art Studio Elizabethtown, Pe. 








work, 
grading, and literature. 


$1.75. 







Order from 


your dealer. 








Books for Reference and Study 


All About the Sunday School 
By David J. Fant and Addie Marie French 


New revised edition. Textbook for all engaged in Sunday-school 
Includes courses of study, methods of teaching, departmental 
Relative values of graded and uniform les- 
sons discussed. Should have a place in every Sunday-school library. 


Outline Studies in 
Christian Doctrine 
By George P. Pardington 
A manual covering sub- 
jects such as Bibliology, § 


Theology, Angelology, etc. 
$1.75. 


predictions concerning the great nations of an- 
tiquity, the advent of Christ, and history of Jew- 
ish people have been fulfilled. $1.50. 





The Wonders of Prophecy 
By John Urquhart 
Portrays the remarkable way in which Bible 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
1517 N, Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
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Reservations have been made, tickets bought; the heavy baggage 
has been packed and sent ahead. Now the traveler is free to relax 
and enjoy every moment of the trip. 

In long-range financial planning, a Moody annuity is a practical 
step toward “traveling light.’ The funds you place in a Moody an- 
nuity will require no further attention on your part, no supervision; 
yet they'll bring you a generous return for life. Your annuity checks 
will reach you regularly and on time, year after year, in good times 
and bad. 

But an annuity brings more than a dependable and burden-free 
financial return. Life’s journey will be made doubly rich by the spir- 
itual satisfaction of having an added share in God's work at Moody 
Bible Institute. This satisfaction will be yours as your annuity dollars 
give you a life-long part in training young men and women for Chris- 
tian service. 

Let us send you the complete story of Moody annuities in our new 
booklet, Douste Divipenps. Mail the coupon today for your free copy. 





Dept. S 1255 
153 INSTITUTE PLACE, CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 
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(Lesson for May 16) May 1, 1948 


minister’s position indicates his commis- 
sion. God’s messenger must know what 
God wants said. To know that message 
he must receive his message from God’s 
Word. Departure from Gdd means de- 
parture from the Word and work of God. 
The alternative to God’s ways are our 
own sinful ways. Pray for Prairie Bible 
Institute, Three Hills, Alta., Can. 


Thurs.—Malachi 2:10-17. 
“Wherein Have We Wearied Him?” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye have wearied 
the Lord with your words.” Wrong 
teaching wearies God. It is easy for a 
minister to be wrong even when: he 
thinks he is right. The test is the Word, 
“What saith the scriptures?” Our dan- 
ger lies in our interpreting of Scripture, 
We can give a private interpretation in- 
stead of the correct meaning of the 
Spirit who inspired it. Have you wearied 
God with words — words — words? Pray 
for the Winnipeg Bible Institute, 102 
Marjorie St., St, James, Winnipeg, Mani- 
tobd, Can, 


Fri.—Malachi 3:1-6. 
“Behold, I Send My Messenger.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He shall prepare 
the way before me: and the Lord, whom 
ye seek, shall suddenly come ,to his 
temple, even the messenger of the cove- 
nant.” God’s predictions concerning the 
advent of His Son serve a great and holy 
purpose. The hope of the coming of the 
Lord, to Israel, like it is to us, gives a 
light in the night. Let prophecies com- 
fort your hearts while you watch for 
the Day Star to rise upon you. Pray 
for the London Bible [Imstitute, 518 
Queen’s Ave., London, Ont., Can. 


Sat.—Malachi 3:7-12. “Will a Man Rob God?” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye have robbed 
me, éven this whole nation.” Ignorance 
of glaring sins is a common evil even 
today. The loss of the sense of justice 
appears in the scanty gifts of God’s pro- 
fessed people for the maintenance of 
His work at home and abroad. Few give 
regularly, proportionately, generously, 
and cheerfully. No thanks to them if 
preachers succeed and Heaven is peo- 
pled. Are you robbing God? Pray for 
Vancouver Bible School, 1601 W. 10th 
Ave., Vancouver, B, C., Can. 


Sun.—Luke 3:3-6, 15-17. 
“Preaching a Baptism of Repentance.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “John... came 
into all the country about Jordan, 
preaching the baptism of repentance.” 
John’s baptism had a very important 
place in preparing the way of our 
Lord, The ordinance of baptism was 
for penitents, Repentance toward God 
was essential for baptism at the hands 
of the Forerunner, Never make light 
of the ordinance. Christ and all the 
apostles were baptized; and so it is 
a matter of conscience with many. 
Let every man be fully persuaded in 
his own mind. Pray for Canadian 
Gideons, 229 Yonge St., Toronto, Can. 
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